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TABLE 74.2 Prevention and Prophylaxis

of Primary Peritonitis (Cirrhotic Patients
With Ascites)

INDICATION ANTIBIOTIC REGIMEN
Variceal or gastrointestinal Ceftriaxone 1 g IV for 7 days, can be
bleeding changed to oral TMP-SMX DS or

ciprofloxacin 500 mg or norfloxacin

400 mg twice daily to complete the 7-day
course, once bleeding has ceased and the
patient is stable

Prior episode of primary Oral TMP-SMX DS, or ciprofloxacin 500 mg,
peritonitis or norfloxacin 400 mg once daily
Ascitic fluid protein <1 g/dL Oral TMP-SMX DS, or ciprofloxacin 500 mg,

or norfloxacin 400 mg once daily

Ascitic fluid protein <1.5 g/dL Oral TMP-SMX DS, or ciprofloxacin 500 mg,
with impaired renal function® or norfloxacin 400 mg once daily
or liver failure®

*Creatinine >1.2 mg/dL, blood urea nitrogen >25 mg/dL or serum sodium
<130 mEqg/L.

®Child-Turcotte-Pugh score >9 and bilirubin >3 mg/dL.

TMP-SMX DS, Trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole double strength.
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